
 

 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE AMENDMENTS 

The Act 2 Reform Blueprint includes five constitutional amendments.  All five are 

simple in concept but powerful and transformational in impact.  Their simplicity is 

a thing of beauty and leaves no loopholes to undermine the law; this simplicity 

will also minimize the unintended consequences that too often accompany new 

legislation. 

The five amendments are summarized below.  They are fully described in the 

sections that follow.  

1. Empower the states to enforce the law against federal officials by 

creating an organizational unit for this purpose, under state control.  In a 

democracy, the rule of law is essential to restrain overreach by an 

imperial president and a voracious bureaucracy, but our Constitution 

says it is the president that shall “take Care that the Laws be faithfully 

executed….” and this has proven to be inadequate.  Presidents of both 

major parties, understandably, have rarely enforced the law against 

officials in their administrations and most certainly never against their 

own office.  Today, the law is simply not effectively enforced against 

federal officials, and when an action is taken, it is typically driven by a 

political agenda, not a search for truth and justice.   

This new unit would also be a safe haven for those federal departments 

and agencies that should be protected from political meddling by the 

president or Congress (such as the IRS), and it would be a place where 

citizens can seek relief from a predatory federal government. 

2. Give Congress the power to block new orders and regulations from the 

president and the bureaucracies that they believe are unlawful or are 

properly the subject matter of legislation.  This will be a counterpart to 

the president’s veto power, and will help level the playing field in 

Washington.  It will end the current bias in the system toward unlawful 

behavior:  today’s practice burdens a challenger with the task of proving 



 

a new order or regulation as unlawful, but leaves the order in place for 

perhaps years while the challenge proceeds in the courts.  

3. Apply term limits to the judiciary and Congress.  The increase in life 

spans over the years have made lifetime appointments of the judiciary 

inappropriate. Term limits on Congress would limit the power that long-

serving individuals can build and introduce fresh thinking into our body 

politic. 

4. Stop budget end runs and introduce fiscal discipline by requiring that all 

claims on the federal purse must be part of the annual budget exercise, 

including all expenditures, subsidies, targeted tax benefits, and funding 

of future obligations.  Profligate spending is the Achilles heel of a 

democracy, and this change would compel a much needed focus on our 

national capabilities and priorities. 

5.  Sharply reduce the power of money in Washington by granting voters in 

each district the right of quiet enjoyment of their federal elections 

without outside interference.  Many feel that money has corrupted our 

system beyond repair, and this bold stroke would dramatically alter the 

political landscape and free up our elected officials to do the job we sent 

them to Washington to do.  They would no longer spend inordinate time 

on fundraising activity, and political campaigns would depend more on 

old-fashioned, in-depth voter contact and less on massive advertising 

campaigns with sound bite messages.  Voters would have the 

opportunity to directly take the full measure of each candidate.  

 


